
Common Core 
An Overview 



• The Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI) is a state-led effort 
coordinated by the National Governors Association (NGA) and the Council of 
Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) with assistance from Project Achieve, 
ACT and the College Board (SAT).  

 

• Beginning in the spring of 2009, Governors and state commissioners of 
education from 48 states, 2 territories and the District of Columbia committed 
to developing a common core of state K-12 English-language Arts (ELA) and 
mathematics standards.  

 

• On August 2, 2010, the California SBE voted unanimously to adopt the CCSS.  
 

• On June 9, 2011, California joined the SMARTER Balanced Assessment 
Consortium (SBAC) as a governing state. The SBAC is a national consortium 
of 27 states that have been working collaboratively to develop a student 
assessment system aligned to the CCSS. Of those, California is one of 21 
governing states, which allows decision-making participation.  
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Design Principles for the Common Core 
• Are aligned with college and work expectations; 

 

• Are clear, understandable and consistent; 
 

• Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-
order skills; 

 

• Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards; 
 

• Are informed by other top performing countries, so that all students 
are prepared to succeed in our global economy and society; and 

 

• Are evidence-based 
 

Note: CCSS for 6th Grade are based on a grade 6-8 middle school model 
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What’s NOT in the Standards 
• How teachers should teach 
• All that can or should be taught 
• The nature of advanced work beyond the core 
• The interventions needed for students well 

below grade level 
• The full range of support for English language 

learners and students with special needs 
• Everything students need to be college and 

career ready 



 

• By 2014-2015 students in California will 
be tested in math and English using 
next generation assessments (Smarter 
Balanced Assessments.) 

• CST’s are set to expire after the 2013-
2014 school year. 
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Using Computer Adaptive Technology for Summative and Interim 
Assessments 

• Turnaround in weeks compared to months today Faster results 

• Fewer questions compared to fixed form tests Shorter test length 

• Provides accurate measurements of student growth over 
time Increased precision 

• Item difficulty based on student responses 
Tailored to student 

ability 

• Larger item banks mean that not all students receive the 
same questions Greater security 

• GMAT, GRE, COMPASS (ACT), Measures of Academic Progress 
(MAP) Mature technology 





CST vs. SBAC 
Current California Standards Test 
(CST) Assessments 

• Grades 2-11, writing at 4th 
and 7th  

• Only paper & pencil option 
• Taken around 85% of the 

instructional days 
• Only multiple choice 
• Part of the state and federal 

accountability system 

Smarter Balanced Assessments 
Consortium 

• Grades 3-8 and 11, Grades 9 and 10 
available for states that choose to 
use them 
 

• Delivered via computer (Paper and 
pencil option available for 3 years) 
and  are computer adaptive 
 

• Taken during the final 12 weeks of 
school 
 

• Performance tasks  and 
comprehensive end-of -year 
computer adaptive assessment 
which will contain some selected 
response items 
 

• Accountability system has not yet 
been established  
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Shifts in Math 
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Design Principles for Math 
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 Focus: strong foundation 
• Solid conceptual understanding 
• High degree of procedural skill & fluency 
• Apply to find solutions beyond math class   

 Coherence: connect & build 
• Progressions across grade levels 
• Standard = extension of prior learning 

 Rigor: skill ≤ application 



Common Core Grades K - 12 
 

 
K 
 

 
1 

 
2 

 
3 

 
4 

 
5 

 
6 

 
7 

 
8 

 
HS 

 
Counting 

& 
Cardinality 

 

      
Ratios & 

Proportional 
Relationships 

 
 

Functions  

 
Operations and Algebraic Thinking 

 

 
Expressions and Equations 

 

 
Algebra 

 
& 

 
Functions 

 
 
 

Number and Operations in Base Ten 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
Number and Operations 

Fractions 
 

 
 

 
The 

Number  
System 

 
 
Number 

  
& 
 

Quantity 
 

 
 
 

Measurement & Data 
 
 

 
 

Statistics & Probability 

 
Statistics  

&  
Probability 

 

 
 

Geometry 
 

 
 
Geometry 

 
 

 



1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of 

others. 
4. Model with mathematics. 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
6. Attend to precision. 
7. Look for and make use of structure. 
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

 

Mathematical Practice 
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Shifts in ELA 
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Key Shifts for ELA 
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1. Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction 
 
2. Reading, writing and speaking grounded in 
evidence from text, both literary and informational 
 
3. Regular practice with complex text and its 
academic language 
 
 
 
 
Summer/Fall 2012 More on the shifts at achievethecore.org. 



College and Career Anchor Standards For 
All Subjects and Grade Levels 

These standards, often referred to as  
Anchor Standards or CCR Standards are a set of 32 standards 
which “…define the general, cross-disciplinary literacy 
expectations necessary for success beyond high school.” 
www.corestandards.org 
 
Three main sections: 
Comprehensive K-5 section 
English Language Arts specific sections for grades 6-12 
History/Social Studies and Science and Technical Subjects for grades 6-12 

 
• Reading:  10 Standards 
• Writing:  10 Standards 
• Speaking & Listening: 6 Standards 
• Language: 6 Standards www.corestandards.org 
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http://www.corestandards.org/




Reading Standards for Information Standard 1  (RI1) 
 
Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 
 
Ask and answer questions about  details in a text (K-1st) 
 5 Ws (2nd) 
 refer to the text for answers (3rd) 
 draw inferences (4th) 
 quote accurately (5th) 
 support analysis with textual evidence (6th) 
 cite several pieces of textual evidence (7th) 
 cite evidence…most strongly supports (8th) 
 cite strong & thorough evidence(9-10th) 
 determine where the text leaves matters uncertain (11-12th) 
  
 



Next Generation 
Assessment 
Examples 



Instead of this 



Try this… 



Or try this… 









What Does This Mean Now  
• Teaching should become much more open and 

public. Collaboration is key! 
• Begin questioning your lessons and evaluate it within 

the context of the Rigor/Relevance quadrant system 
• Literacy is not content specific. Think about how to 

incorporate informational text into your classroom.  
• TECHNOLOGY for the students and the teachers 
• Bring back the “art” of teaching. You get to use your 

expertise to challenge your students to learn, 
question, think, and apply their knowledge in much 
greater depth.  
 


	Common Core
	Slide Number 2
	Design Principles for the Common Core
	What’s NOT in the Standards
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Using Computer Adaptive Technology for Summative and Interim Assessments
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Shifts in Math
	Design Principles for Math
	Common Core Grades K - 12
	Slide Number 13
	Shifts in ELA
	Slide Number 15
	College and Career Anchor Standards For All Subjects and Grade Levels
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Next Generation Assessment Examples
	Instead of this
	Try this…
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	What Does This Mean Now 

